
Memory 1, Orleen – Textile Art Auction and Gala 2011 

This month marks the tenth anniversary of a very ambitious fundraising event undertaken by two island 

Grandmothers’ groups.  On March 12, 2011 a Textile Art Gala and Auction was held at the Victoria 

Conference Centre to raise funds for the SLF’s Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign.  The guest 

speaker was Stephen Lewis and the moderator was Sheryl MacKay, the CBC Radio host of North by 

Northwest. 

The event was the culmination of collaboration between the Glacier Grannies of Courtenay/Comox and 

Victoria Grandmothers for Africa.  A call went out to textile artists from the North Island Quilters for 

Community Awareness, from other island communities, from the mainland and beyond.  By the summer 

of 2010 a collection of 51 pieces had been gathered and was ready to begin the travelling exhibition that 

would ultimately end up at the Martin Batchelor Gallery in Victoria for two weeks prior to the Gala.  

Over those months the textile art pieces travelled to communities on the island, on the mainland, to 

Kelowna, Calgary, Brandon and as far afield as the original Bay building in Winnipeg.  Maria Box and 

Gillian Farrow from Courtenay/Comox were the custodians of the exhibition throughout its one month 

road trip to points east and safely guided it to its final destination at the Victoria Conference Centre. 

The responsibility of organizing  a gala of this size fell to Victoria Grandmothers for Africa.  Months of 

dedicated planning by a committee headed by Joan Wenman ended in a magical evening.  The back lit 

African silhouettes, conceived and created by Myrtle Schmidt, her daughter and son-in-law, transformed 

the room.  The audience was transfixed with Stephen Lewis’ eloquence and compassion.  The room was 

abuzz with bidding strategies as the silent and live auctions played out.  In the end the textile art 

collection dispersed, only to be remembered in the accompanying  art catalogue that the Glacier 

Grannies produced for sale.   The final compliment of the evening came from Stephen Lewis who 

claimed he had never been at an event of this magnitude that had run on time the way this one had. 

 
Update! 

VG4A's rhinoceros mascot, Gogo, donned her face mask and delivered a surprise package to 

Myrtle Schmidt's daughter and son-in-law.  Tracey and Stephen created and produced  the 

dramatic African silhouettes that were first showcased at the Victoria Conference Centre on 



March 12, 2011 at the Textile Art Gala and Auction event organized by VG4A.  We wanted to 

thank them for 10 years of enthusiastic, behind the scenes support for VG4A. 

 


