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news from the regional liaison
I had the pleasure of attending the regional gathering the Glacier Grannies
hosted in Courtenay on Sept. 24. The gathering included craft sales,
excellent presentations by Zahra Mohamed and Alexis MacDonald,
representatives of the Stephen Lewis Foundation, a captivating movie
preview, several luncheon topics at designated tables and interesting
workshops.
It was exciting to see so much happening and to be told that gatherings like
this are happening across the country where grannies are coming together
to share ideas, skills and plans. This Grand Connections includes just a
flavour of Zahra and Alexis’ talks for those of you who weren’t able to attend
the Gathering.

- Carol Judd
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news from the foundation
Zahra and Alexis inspired the Glacier
Gathering
Zahra Mohamed, Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign Coordinator,
was born and raised in Africa, and prior
to joing the Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign team, she
worked as a Programme Officer at the
SLF, working closely with SLF supported
projects in Mozambique, Malawi,
Zimbabwe, Kenya and Namibia.
Acknowledging that Grandmothers want
to hear more about how the
grandmothers and projects in Africa are
doing, Zahra told the regional gathering
about a few of her personal experiences
with the Foundation’s projects in Africa.
She told us the African grandmothers
feel connected to the grandmothers in
Canada and are deeply grateful for the
sisterhood we feel towards them.
Zahra illustrated the Foundation’s work
in Africa by telling the gathering about a
holiday celebration in Uganda at a
community that receives funding from
the SLF. She spent two days with
grandmothers in their homes and was
blown away. Zahra’s overwhelming
impression was of lots of pigs and
piggeries. The Ugandan grandmothers
were very proud of their piggeries that
were possible because of the
Foundation.
They also had highly productive sack
gardens. The women were given sacks
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into which they put stones, then soil, and
then seeds. Some plants grow up the
outsides, others grow out of the top. Lots
of things are grown in the small space of
the sack. It is not labour intensive and
needs relatively little water.
For the celebration, 1,000 grandmothers
came from all over. Some walked all day,
bringing their grandchildren (often
wearing their school uniforms) for the
hilltop evening gathering of celebration,
dancing and formal meetings.
They talked about how much it meant
that the Foundation was supporting their
grandchildren to go to school despite
their poverty. Some of the grandmothers
had been to the Toronto Gathering in
2006. They spoke about their
appreciation that the gathering had
provided them with an amazing
opportunity to share and come together
and to learn of the support of the
Canadian grandmothers. They talked
about their gratitude for the Canadian
grandmothers’ support for the social and
economic health of their community,
including their school.
In fact, Zahra said the Ugandan
grandmothers have started to speak out
in their own country where, despite
repression in their society, they have
been successfully demonstrated in
Kampala to be recognized and
supported by their government for the
work they do in raising their
grandchildren.
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news from the foundation (continued)
Alexis MacDonald, Director of
External Relations for the Foundation,
gave us an historical perspective on
the Foundation. We all know that the
Stephen Lewis Foundation was the
brainchild of its founder (and his
daughter, Ilana Landsberg-Lewis,
who is the Executive Director) who
wanted to ease the pain of AIDS
sufferers and their families in subSaharan Africa. In that first year (200304) the Foundation received funds far
beyond their expectations.
They set up a model for funding that
made the proposal process easy. The
Foundation received proposals from
communities about what they wanted.
There was no deadline date, and the
Foundation largely bypassed red tape
and provided funds directly to local
organizations. Their mandate focused
on who they were funding, the most
vulnerable – those most affected by
HIV/AIDS. No one thought of the
grandmothers, though the Foundation
understood that African women
needed to be the core component.
The Foundation has no offices in
Africa. African-based field
representatives visit new and ongoing
projects. They consult and listen to
what is really needed in a community.
Funding requests are addressed
quickly. It was through Stephen’s
visits and the proposals the
Foundation was receiving that it

began to notice that grandmothers
were very central to responding to
the AIDS crisis through caring for
their grandchildren, dealing with
stigma, and the loss of their own
children. SLF saw that requests for
guardian support and training were
actually for grandmothers and
through seeing and listening the
Foundation realized how important
grandmothers were in their
communities. And the Grandmothers
Campaign was born in part owing to
this recognition.
The Grandmothers Campaign was
born in 2006, and the SLF currently
has 30 staff members and lots of
volunteers. There are 241
grandmother groups in Canada, and
these groups have donated
$12,000,000 to the Foundation. All but
10% of these funds go directly to
projects in Africa.
The SLF funds projects in countries
where over 30% of the population is
affected by AIDS. They also fund
projects in Congo, the country most
affected by sexual violence.
The Foundation is constantly on the
search for pro bono assistance and is
proud to say that even the ads and
supplement in the Globe and Mail
have been generously provided
without cost.
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news from the region

Report on Chair Auction, Hornby HUGGS, July 29
The Chair Auction was a glorious success. We started almost a year
ago-- scouring thrift stores, asking people to donate their old wooden
sittables for restoration/decoration. Then followed several sessions at
Room To Grow of sanding and under-painting, after Graham Herbert
had done the necessary dismantling and gluing. In the spring we had
an artists’ tea party, where they picked out their “canvasses”. Many
HUGGS members took pieces as well – the record being Gloria
Herbert, who painted twenty of the ninety chairs that were up for
bidding.
All this marvelous cooperation was answered by the site – Toglia’s
lovely nursery garden and even by the weather (a small miracle). But it
was the splendid crowd that made the day – the goodwill was
infectious.
The auctioneers, Tor and Graham, worked the “room” like pros. As the
numbers came in, our astonishment grew and in the end over $25,000
was raised, which will go in direct aid to the Stephen Lewis Foundation
projects.
We want to thank everyone who contributed to this memorable day and
to express gratitude on behalf of the grandmothers raising the children
orphaned by AIDS in Africa.
Our might is magnified a hundred fold in their hard lives and as many of
them have said, it is also that the acknowledgement that they are not
alone and their lives and the children’s are of value, strengthens the
spirit to carry on.
Thank you.
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Submitted by Carole Chambers and Hornby Island’s Grandmothers and Grand Sisters
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news from the region (continued)
Report on Cycling Fundraiser, Sept. 9 to 11
No doubt about it, the fifth edition of the cycling tour
was the best yet. Not to put down the first four, but the
event seems to get better and better. The cyclists
came from many communities including the Lower
Mainland, Campbell River, Comox Valley, Hornby,
Qualicum Beach, Nanaimo, Sidney and Victoria. They
rode 280 kms. over three days and they did it all with
“leg power”!
So many new riders (11 of 23 plus one) set a whole
new tone of common sweat for a shared goal. Seven
of the new members had never pedaled that far EVER.
And Nanaimo’s intrepid Jane Templeman raised
money by riding all alone on Prince Edward Island.
All of the cyclists were notable for their achievement,
yet they would all agree that Frances Quetton must be
singled out for cycling as strongly as ever and
providing amazing inspiration to the other cyclists at
the grand age of 80!
The cyclists were again treated to fine support from
grandmother groups at communities along the route,
including Campbell River, Merville, Courtenay,
Denman Island and Hornby Island grandmothers who
came by ferry to feed and cheer the riders on,
Nanaimo, Duncan and Victoria.
This year the cyclists once again raised a record
amount of money for the grandmothers in Africa,
topping $56,000 and still counting. It is an amazing
event. Older cyclists from far and wide gain energy
on the challenging three-day ride from the
relationships they forge and the wonderful support of
grandmothers and grand others all along the route.
Thanks to everyone who cycled, assisted or donated.
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news from the region (continued)
Campbell River Grandmothers to Grandmothers to host an event, A Bridge to Africa.
Details below.
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news from the region
(continued)

Introducing the new NAC website
The National Advocacy Committee has a new, dynamic, user-friendly site:
www.grandmothersadvocacy.org.
Please take time to wander around the site and then return often to stay current with our work,
our issues and our documents. News Posts will be added frequently, sometimes more than
once a day, especially when we are the ones making the news. The site will always have a
backgrounder page on each of our Issues, general information about our national network
and a “How To” button to guide newcomers (and refresh the rest of us) when it comes to
making MP visits or writing a Letter to the Editor.
If you have any questions, now or as we go along, click on the Contact Us button, fill in the
form there, and your question will be sent automatically to our regular email address,
grandmothersadvocacy@gmail.com, which is monitored daily.

the end
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