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There is never a time of year when
“Grannies” stay home. There is never a
perfect time of year to host an event, but
two major events involving all or almost all
West Coast Islands are happening next
month. Read on to hear more about them.
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Foundation, which will then forward the
message to the appropriate group.
Individual group website links could also
be added for those that are interested in
doing so.
For members of the public or other
grandmothers groups to contact an
individual group, they will likely fill out an
on‐line form, and SLF staff will facilitate the
connections. This will protect privacy,
alleviate spam, and alert the SLF staff to
any interest in and collaboration between
groups, and allow them to provide
maximum support to everyone involved.
One important decision: there will be a
single login for all grandmother groups,
with the same password for everyone.
Further discussions will take place about
what information on the website will be
available publicly, and what information
will only be available to group members.

Grandmothers Campaign Website
Work is moving forward to rebuild a new
and improved Grandmothers Campaign
website. Here is a brief preview of some of
the ideas being pursued. There will likely be
a map of Canada that will indicate the
location of all grandmother groups.
Contact information of the groups will not
be provided; instead visitors to the website
will have an option to contact the
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Cycling Tour, Sept. 9 to 11
This is the fifth year the Victoria
Grandmothers for Africa will be
organizing a cycling fundraiser with
this year’s event seeing twenty‐odd
senior cyclists riding from Campbell
River to Victoria over three days.
This year there was a large turnover
of riders, and only one cyclist has
signed up for all five tours. The
current crop of cyclists from all over
the Island and the Lower Mainland is
training like mad to get ready for the
huge effort that is required to cycle
280kms in three days.
The cyclists will again be treated to
fine support from grandmother
groups at communities along the
route, including Campbell River,
Courtenay, Denman Island (a new
group this year), Hornby Island,
Nanaimo and Victoria. In addition, a
very devoted non‐grandmother in
Duncan is again hosting breakfast at
Fuller Lake.
Last year the cyclists raised a record
amount of money for the Foundation,
and despite some cold, wet weather
on the third day they all said they had
a very exciting time and felt very
proud of their efforts. In all, after four
years this event has raised $150,000
for the Foundation. This alone makes
it an amazingly successful fundraiser.
But it is the participation of older
cyclists from such scattered regions
who come together for the
challenging three‐day ride and the
wonderful support of grandmothers
and “grandothers” all along the
daunting route that make this a very
special event for every participant.
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BC Islands Regional Gathering
Saturday, September 24, 2011
Florence Filberg Centre, Courtenay
8:30am to 3:30pm
REGISTRATION COST
$15 (includes lunch, payable at the door)
THEME of the gathering that is being
hosted by the Glacier Grannies is “Evolving
Collaborations.” The “Gathering” is a way
for Grandmother Groups to share ideas,
learn about other group’s fundraising
projects and ideas, and learn more about the
SLF. Everyone is welcome, and we hope
every group will have representation.
The Foundation is sending a speaker who
will talk about current happenings and
answer any questions we have. There will be
3 workshops with onsite selection:
1. Making and Marketing our Products
2. Planning and Promoting our Events
3. Maintaining our Momentum
Please bring:
•
•
•
•

cash for the Market Place,
cash or cheque for registration,
your name tag,
and your ideas and enthusiasm.

MARKET PLACE
We would like to offer each group a
“Market Place” table where they could
display and sell wares they make. If you are
willing to share detailed instruction on
making a product, please bring them or
provide details on who to contact for
information. To reserve a table please
contact Gillian Farrow at
gillfarrow@yahoo.ca or 250-334-1974. You
must provide your own tablecloth. We
would like Market Place tables to be set up
by 8:30am.
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BILLETING
The Glacier Grannies will billet participants
on Friday, September 23. To get a billet,
contact Virginia Philipson at
virginiaphilipson@telus.net. Deadline for
billets is September 20.
HOTELS
If you would like to stay in a hotel, we are
suggesting some at different price points:
• Best Western Plus “the Westerly”
250-338-7741
• Anco Motel
250-334-2451
• The Holiday Inn Express
778-225-0010
• Travelodge Courtenay
250-334-4491 or 1-800-795-9486
ADVANCE REGISTRATION
We have space for 130 people and ask that
you advise us of the number of people
coming from your group by September 17.
Contact Lorraine Warring at
lgwaring@yahoo.ca or 250-703-4734
(during August, please call 604-483-9882).
More information will be posted at
www.glaciergrannies.org

